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PARTICIPATION OF SEROTONIN
IN THE MECHANISMS OF THE FORMATION
OF TRIGEMINAL MOTOR NUCLEUS

L. 1. Khozhai and V. A. Otellin

The formation of trigeminal motor nucleus (TMN) was stud-
ied in the early postnatal period in 21 female Wistar rats which
received the serotonin biosynthesis inhibitor para-chloro-phenyl-
alanine at prenatal Day 16 (the period of serotoninergic system
formation). It was shown that the serotonin deficit during the
prenatal period in rats resulted in the changes of TMN structural
organization. In the early postnatal period, the delay of neuropil
development, the reduction of cell body size with the partial
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loss of Nissl substance in some of the neurons, the presence of
degenerating neurons with the signs of hyperchromatosis in all
the parts of the nucleus, especially in TMN ventromedial part,
were detected. At later stages, the destruction of motoneurons
became slower, though some of them had morphological abnor-
malities. With the increase of the postnatal age (by Day 20) the
number of motor neurons decreased, apparently, as a result of
the gradual intensification of cell death. Simultaneously with the
motor neuron degeneration in TMN parts studied, the astrocytic
gliosis was observed.

Key words: trigeminal motor nucleus, motor neurons sero-
tonin, degeneration, serotonin
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3p-rMAPOKCUCTEPOUANErNAPOrEHA3A B ANEHAUMOLUTAX BbICTUIIKK
BOKOBbIX XEJTYAO4YKOB MO3rA U BOPCUHKAX COCYANCTOIO CNNETEHUA

Y KPbIC PA3/INYHOI O BO3PACTA

Kadenpa ructonoruu (3as. — npod. b. 5. Perkasckuit), TBOY BIIO «JlanbHeBOCTOYHBIA TOCYAaPCTBEHHbII MEAULIMHCKUI

yHuBepcuTeT Munsnipascoupazsutus PP», r. Xabaposck

C vcnonb3oBaHWeM rMCTOXMMWYECKOro MeToAa MccnefoBaHa akTMBHOCTb 3B-rmapokcuctepounanernaporeHassl (FCAMN B ronoe-
HOM MO3ry nabopaTopHbIX 6enbix KpbiC-CaMLOB pasHoro Bospacta: 5-6- (n=6), 45-50-cyTouHbIx (n=12) n B-mecAdHbIX (n=15).
KonnyecTBeHHyI0 OLIEHKY WHTEHCUBHOCTY peakumy NpoBOAUIM MPY MOMOLUM LIMTOCNEKTPOOTOMETPUN. onyyeHHble pedynbTaTbl
CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO 3NEHAUMOLMTBI, BbICTUNAIOLME BOKOBbIE XENYA0YKI FONOBHOTO MO3ra W NMOKPbIBAOLWNE BOPCUHKM X
COCYAMCTBIX CMNIETEHUI, XapakTepuayoTcA Hanmyimem aktmsHocT FCAN, npucyLei cTeponanpoayLmpyowmnm Knetkam. B ¢eAsn ¢
3TUM 3MNEHANMOLMTBI MOTYT BbITb OTHECEHBI K KIeTKaM, BbipabaTbiBalowmm HempocTeponasl. B paboTe ycTaHOBNEHO, YTO aKTumB-
HocTb FCOI B SneHAMMOLMTAX MUHUMAlbHA B paHHEM MOCTHaTanbHOM MepuoAe, 3HaYUTeNbHO BO3pacTaeT K npenybepTaTtHoMy

Mepuoay U COXPaHAETCA Ha 3TOM YPOBHE Y B3POCIIbIX XXMBOTHbIX.

KnioueBble crnoBa: aneHanMounTsi, 3B-rMapoKCHCTEPOUAAErMAPOreHasa, BO3PacT

B nocnepnue pecaTuiaeT!s 3HAUUTENBHOE BHUMA-
HIE WCCIIeIOBAaTelNell PUBIIEYEHO K M3YUYeHUIO 00pa-
30BaHUSI B HEPBHOW CUCTEME CTEPOUNIHLIX TOPMOHOB,
MOJIyYMBIIMX Ha3BaHUe HeHpocTepoubl. MeTogamu
OUOXUMUU, UMMYHOUMTOXUMUU , TUOPUIM3ALIUM in situ
MOKA3aHO, YTO WX MPOAYLEHTAMU SIBJISIFOTCS Pa3ny-
Hbl€ HEMPOHbI, a TAKXKe KJIETKW HEMPOTJIMU — OJIUIO-
AEHIPOUUTHI, acTpouuTsl [1,2, 11, 12, 14]. [TokazaHo
TaKk>Ke, YTO BbISBIICHNE HEHPOHOB, MPOAYLUPYIOLIUX

CTEPOUJIHbIE TOPMOHBI, MOXKET ObITh OCYLLECTBIICHO
METOJIOM TMCTOXUMMUH, TP MPUMEHEHUM PEAKLMU Ha
3B-ruppokcuctepoupaerugporenasy (CCHAT), yua-
CTBYIOLIYIO B CMHTE3€ CTEPOMJIHBIX TOPMOHOB. DTOT
(bepmeHT KaTanmuzMpyeT oOpa3oBaHHE MPOrecTEpoO-
Ha U3 IPETHEHOJIOHA, T.€. PEAKLUIO, MPOXOJSILYIO
NpU CUHTE3€ Pa3HbIX TPYHI CTEPOUJHBIX TOPMO-
HOB: T'€CTareHoB, 3CTPOTreHOB, aHAPOreHOB, IIIIOKO- 1
MUHepasiokopTukouioB [8]. ITomoxkurenbHast peak-
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s Ha ['CII" 6blna BbISIBJIEHA B HEOOJBIIIOM YHCTIS
HEHPOHOB HEOKOPTEKCa, HEeHpOHAX TUMNNOoKaMIa,
kaeTkax [lypkuHbe KOpbI MO33KeuKa, MOATBEpXKast
HUX CIIOCOOHOCTb K CHUHTE3Yy HEMpOCTEPOUIOB, YCTa-
HOBJICHHYIO paHee TPHU TIOMOIIU JAPYTMX METOfrde-
ckux noaxofoB [10]. Hacrosiiast paboTa nocasiieHa
HEUCCJIE[IOBAHHOMY BOMPOCY — U3YUYEHUIO AKTUBHO-
ctu I'CIII" B knetkax sneHpumHon riuu. Ee npenno-
CBUTKaMHU SIBUJINCH, B YaCTHOCTH, CJIEAyIOIINe (haKThI:
BO-TIEPBLIX ,, HAJIMUUE Y HUX CEKPETOPHOU aKTUBHOCTHU
[4, 5] u, BO-BTOpBIX, HATIMUUE CTEPOUHBIX TOPMOHOB
B LiepeOpocnuHanbHOM XUAKOCTH [13]. X0Ts naHHbIe
BEeIllECTBA MOT'YT MOCTYNAaTh B 1LIepeOpPOCIUHAIILHYIO
SKUAKOCTh M3 IJIa3Mbl KPOBU, 3TO HE WCKJIIOYAET
BO3MOKHOCTU UX OOpa30BaHMsI B 3MEHIUMOLUTAX.
[Ipu npoBeneHun padOTbl Mbl YUUTHIBAIU TaKXKe
(aKThl, CBUIETELCTBYIOLIME O 3HAUYUTEIbHBIX OTJIU-
YUSIX CTPOEHUSI KJIETOK SMEHAMMHON IJIUU B pa3Hble
BO3pacTHble nepuopbl [4, 5]. B cBsi3u ¢ U3M0XKeH-
HbIM LeJib HacTosiel paborbl — uzydyenue I'CII B
AMEHANMOLIMTAX MO3Ta W KOJMYECTBEHHAsT OIIEHKA ee
AKTUBHOCTH y YKUBOTHBIX Pa3HOTO BO3paCTa.

Marepuansl u metoas. 'CAI' uccnegoBanu B rosos-
HOM MO3TY JIa0OpaTOPHBIX OEJbIX KPbIC-CAMIIOB Pa3HOTO BO3-
pacrta: 5-6-CyTOUHBIX (PaHHMII MOCTHATANBHBIN TEpHof, n=6),
45-50-cyTouHbIX (mpemyOepraTHbll nepuod, n=12), 6-mecsy-
HbIX (PenpofyKTUBHBIA nepuof, n=15). PaGora BbIMoMHEHa B
cooTBeTcTBUU C «[IpaBunamu mnpoBefeHusi paboT € MCHOJNb-
30BAaHMEM OKCIEPUMEHTAJIbHBIX >KUBOTHBIX» (MPUJIOXKEHUE K
npukazy Ne 755 or 12.08.1977 r. M3 CCCP). 2KuBoTHbIX
NEKaNUTUPOBANHM, Cpa3y W3BJIEKaJIM TOJIOBHOW MO3T, BbIIENS-
I TIEpEeHETEMEHHYIO JIOMIO, TMOMEIA €€ Ha OXJIaXK/CHHBII
OIIOK [l TIOJyYeHUs] KPHOCTATHBIX cpe3oB (Kpuocrtar Leica
CM 1850, I'epmanust) TommmHoit 20-40 MKM, CHOENaHHBIX BO
¢ponTanbHOi TockocTH. Cpe3bl MOHTHPOBANM Ha TMOKPOB-
Hble CTEK/IA U HA HUX HAHOCWIIM MHKYOALMOHHBI pPacTBOpP AJIs
BoisiBiienust [CT [3]. Mcnonb3oBanu peakTuBbl (IErUipOaMNu-
aHJIPOCTEPOH —CYOCTpaT, HUKOTUHAMU/-/ICHUH-IUHYKIICOTU U
HUTpocuHuil Tetpasosnii) (Sigma, CIIA). Peakiyto nposopuam
B TepmocTare npu Ttemneparype 37 °C B teyenue 30 muH. Jas
KOHTPOJISl YaCTh CPE30B MOMEIAN B MHKYOALMOHHbII PAacTBOp,
He cofepxKalmii cyocTpaTta (IeruapO3NMaHpOCTEPOHa), YacTh
Cpe30B MHKYOMpOBanu mnocje oOpabOTKM Kumsiei Bojoil. B
KayeCTBE «I0JI0XKUTEIBHOIO KOHTPOJIS» IPOBEPSIIN PEaKklyIo Ha
KOPKOBOM Bel[eCTBEe HAAMOYEYHNKOB. [Ipenaparhbl 3akimovany B
TIIMLEpHH — KesaThHy. KonmmuecTBeHHY OlEHKY WHTECHCHB-
HOCTU peakly MPOBOJWIM Ha cpe3ax TonmuHoi 20 MKM, Mpu-
TOTOBJICHHBIX B CTPOrO CTAHJAPTU3UPOBAHHBIX YCIIOBHUSIX, OJJHO-
BPEMEHHO U3 MO3ra >KMBOTHBIX Pa3HbIX BO3pacTHbIX rpymm. C
nomowpto Mukpockona CHBS (Olympus, SInonust) uccienoanu
SMEHIMMOLMTHI, BHICTUIAIOIIME GOKOBBIE 3KEJTyI0UKN TOJIOBHOTO
MO3ra, a TakKe — MOKPBIBAIOILME BOPCMHKU MX COCYAMCTBIX
criereHnil. KommuecTBeHHYIO OLIEHKY MHTEHCUBHOCTU PEaKLUU
NPOBOJIMJIMA NPK TIOMOIIM TocnekTpodoromerpun (A=550 Hm)
Ha anmmapate MEKOC (MenuuuHcKre KOMIBIOTEPHBIE CHCTEMBI,
P®). IIpy 3TOM MHTEHCUBHOCTb PEAKLMU WM3MEPSUId B MO3Ly
5-6-cyTounbix (n=6), 45-50-cyTouHbIX (N=5) U 6-MECSUHBIX
(n=>5) >KMBOTHBIX, B K&XKJIOM CJIyyae — B LIUTOIUIa3Me HE MeHee
25 KJETOK, BBbICTUJIAIOIIMX IOJOCTb OOKOBBIX KEIYJI0YKOB,
1 25 KJeTOK, MOKPHIBAIOLMX BOPCUHKU COCYAUCTBIX CILjIe-

Ternii. [lomy4yeHHble KOJIMYECTBEHHbIE JaHHbIE 00pabaThIBAIIA
npu nomoIM nporpammbl Statistica 6.0. Bberuucasimm cpepnee
aprMeTHIEeCKOe 1 ero CTaHAApTHYIO ommoKy. [Ipn onenke pas-
JIUunii mpuMeHsii t-kputepuil CThIOAEHTA, PA3Inyuusl CUMTAIIN
3HaunMbIMu 1ipu P<0,05.

PesyabTaTel uccaenoBaHus. Y KUBOT-
HBIX BCEX M3YUEHHBIX BO3PACTHBIX TPYII SMEHMMO-
[UTHI, TIOKPBIBAIOIIE BOPCUHKHU COCY/IUCTOTO CIIJie-
TEHUSI, a TAKXKE BBICTWIAIOLIME IOJOCTHL OOKOBO-
ro SKeJy/IouKa MO3ra, MapKHpPOBAJMCH MPOYKTaMU
rUCTOXUMUYECKON peakuuu. [Ipm 3TOM Ha BOPCUH-
Kax KJETKU pacmojiaraiuch B oguH psj (puc. 1, a,
0), a KJIETKU, BBICTUJIAIOUIME XKEJTYJOUYEK MO3ra, y
45-50-cyTOUHBIX 1 6-MECAYHBIX KPbIC 00pa30BbIBAIN
00bI4HO OT 1 710 2-3 psAfIoB, y 5—6-CYTOUHBIX KPBICSIT
UX 4yucio Obu10 Godibiiie (puc. 2, a, 6). B uuronnasme
SMEHAUMOLMTOB 00eNX JOKaau3aluil BbISIBJISIIOCH
Oonbllee WM MEHbBIIEE YHUCIO MEJKUX, JOBOJLHO
PaBHOMEPHO PpAaCMOJIOKEHHBIX TpaHyd ¢opmazaHa
(pnoneToBo-cuHero 1Bera. B dacTu KJeTok mpo-
AYKTOB peakiyu OoJibllie OOHAPY>KMBAJIOCh B arlu-
KaJbHbIX YaCTIX KJIETOK. B sigpax sneHauMouuTOB
peakuusi 6buta otpunarenbHoii. CTpoMa BOPCHHOK,
a TakxXke BeIIeCTBO MO3ra, TpaHMvaliee ¢ SMeH/Iu-
MOIIUTaMH, TaKKe HE OKPAIIMBAJNCh MPOIYyKTAMU
peakuuu (cMm. puc. 1, 2).

Ye mpu BHU3yaTbHOM W3yYeHWM TpenapaToB
MOXKHO OBIJIO KOHCTATUPOBATh, YTO MHTEHCUBHOCTH

4%

Puc. 1. DneHpumMouuThl BOPCHHKH COCY/IUCTOTO CIIETEeHHs1 GOKO-
BOTO >KEJyjouKa MO3ra B3pocioi (a) U S5-CyTOUHOM
KpbIChI (6).

Peakuust Ha 3p-ruppokcucrepouiernaporenasy. 06. 100,
oK. 10.

Puc. 2. DneHpuMouuThl BLICTUIIKM OOKOBOT'O 3KEJyjouKa Mo3ra
B3pOCIIOii (a) U 5S-CyTOYHOI KpbIChI (0).

Peakuust Ha 3f-ruppokcucrepouieruaporeasy. 06. 100,
ok. 10.
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AKTMBHOCTDH 3B-rMIpOKCHCTEPOU/IErHAPOreHashbl B AMEHMMOUMTAX Y KPbIC PA3JIMYHOTO BO3pacTa (X£Sg, ycil. efl.)

OOBEKT MCCIIEIOBAHNUS

Bo3pacT kpbic

5—6-cyTOuHbIe 45-50-cyTouHble 6-MecsiuHbIe

BHCHJII/IMI/IHI/ITLI BOPCHUHOK COCYIUCTOr'O CIJIETCHUS OOKOBOIO KeJlyJiouKka

Mo3ra

BHCHHI/IMOHI/ITBI BBICTUJIKA OOKOBBIX 2KEJTYJIOUKOB MO3ra

0,240+0,011 0,57+0,04%*%* 0.,52+0,04*

0,20+0,04 0,31+0,05* 0,40+0,06*

* Paznuuusi 3Ha9MMBbI 11O CPaBHEHUIO C ITOKa3aTeJIsAMHU Yy 5—6-CyT0quIX KpBbIC; o pas3yiniusd 3Ha4YMMbI IPY CPAaBHEHUN C NOKA3aTEJIIMU BHYTPU I'PyNIbI.

peakuum y 5—6-CyTOUHbIX KPbIC 3HAUNTENILHO HIXKE,
YeM y XMBOTHBIX CTApIUMX BO3PACTHBIX Tpynm (cM.
puc. 1,2). 910 6bU10 XapaKTepHO KaK MIJIsl SMEeHIUMO-
UTOB BOPCUHOK, TaK W JIIsl KJIETOK, BBICTUJIAIOIUX
SKeJTyI0UYKHM MO3ra.

LluTocnekTpopoTOMETPUUECKOE KCCIeA0BAHNE
TaKXe BbISIBUJIO BO3PACTHBIE PA3JIMuUsl peakuyu,
COCTOSIBILIME B TOM, 4yTO akTMBHOCTH ['CIII" B aneH-
AMMOIATAX BOPCUHOK Y 45—-50-cyTOYHBIX U 6-Mecsy-
HbIX KpPbIC TIpEBbIIAJIA TAaKOBYIO Y S5—6-CyTOYHBIX
Kpbic 6ojiee yeM B 2 paza. DTO CBUMIETEJLCTBY-
€T O 3HAYMTEJBLHON aKTUBAUMM (pepMeHTa B JaH-
HBIX TJIMOLMTAX 10 MEpe B3POCIECHUS] YKMBOTHBIX.
AHanornyHasi HanpasJeHHOCTb W3MEHEHWH aKTWB-
voctu ['CJII" permcTpupoBanach W B SMEHAMMOIN-
Tax BBICTWJIKM >KEJyI0YKa MO3Ta, OIHAKO 3TU BO3-
pacTHbIe U3MEHEHHUs] ObTM B HUX MEHEee BbIPa’KEHbI
(Tabmiua). Pesynbrarsl umrodoTromMeTpun, Kpome
TOro, CBUAETENLCTBOBAINA O TOM, UYTO Y 5—6-CyTOu-
HBIX KPbIC aKTMBHOCTb (pepMeHTa B KJIeTKax 00eux
JIOKAJIM3aUMil HE MMeNla CTATUCTUYECKU 3HAYMMBbIX
pazmumii. Y 45-50-CyTOUHBIX >KMBOTHBIX aKTHUB-
HOCTb (pepMEHTa B KJIETKAaX, MOKPLIBAIOIIMX BOPCUH-
KM, CTAHOBMJIACH 3HAYNTEJIBLHO 060JIee BbICOKOM, YeEM B
KJIeTKaX BbICTWIKU Keaynouka (P<0,05), yto MoxHO
paccMarpuBaTh Kak CleficTBUE 0ojiee MHTEHCHBHOIO
BO3pacTHOro Hapactanusi aktuBHoctu ['CIII B sneH-
[IMME BOPCHHOK I10 CPABHEHUIO C TaKOBOH B 3MEH/U-
MOLMTaX BBICTUJIKHM >Kelyfaodka. B Mo3ry B3pocnbix
6-MeCSTUHBIX KPbIC Pa3JIMyusl aKTUBHOCTH (pepMEeHTa
B 3MEHIMMOLMTAaX BOPCUHOK M BBICTUJIKHU JKETy/0uKa
CTAaHOBWIUChH MeHbllie, yeM B Bo3pacte 45-50 cyr,
1 He ObUIM CTATUCTUYECKW 3HAauMMbIMU. [Ipu aTOM
aktuBHOCTL I'CII' B KjeTKax o00eux HCCleqoBaH-
HbIX JIOKAJIM3alMid HE MMENa 3HAUYMMbIX Pa3jvuyuil
y KpbIC 45-50-CyTOYHOrO 1 6-MecsIYHOro BO3pacTa
(cM. Tabauily).

OOcyXJeHne TMOJYYEHHBIX JaHHBIX.
ITonyyeHHble pe3ynbTaThl CBUACTENBCTBYIOT O TOM,
YTO 3MEHAUMOLMUTBI KEJIYJOUKOB MO3ra XapaKkTepu-
3ytorcs HanmmuueM akTuBHocTh I'CIIL, T.e. pepmen-
Ta, MPUCYIIEr0 CTEPOMANPOAYLUHMPYIOIUM KJIETKaM.
JlaHHbIA (bepMEHT KaTaau3upyeT oOpa3oBaHUE Npo-
FeCTepOHA, KOTOPBI SIBJISIETCSl OAHUM W3 HENpOCTe-
pOUIOB M CyOCTPAaTOM Il CUHTE3a IPYTUX CTEPOUJ-
HBIX TOPMOHOB [9]. B CBSI3U ¢ 3TUM 3NMEHAVUMOIUTHI,
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MOIOOHO TaKWM KJeTKaM [JIMM, KaK OJIMTOfIEHAPO-
uuThl U actpouutsl [1, 2, 11, 12, 14], MoryT ObITh
OTHECEHbl K KIJIETKaM, BbIpa0aThIBAIOLIVM HENpo-
crepousibl. [lpeficTaBisieT uHTEpeC TOT (pakT, YTO
3MEHMMOLIUTHI, TOAOOHO MPYIMM KJIETKaM MO3ra,
CHOCOOHOCTh KOTOPBIX K TPOAYKIMU CTEPOUHBIX
FOPMOHOB CUMTAETCS JOKA3aHHOM, HE UMEIOT OCOOEH-
HOCTEl YJbTPACTPYKTYpPhl, XapaKTEepPHbIX NJsI CTe-
POUJICEKPETUPYIOLMX KJIETOK TOHaji U KOPKOBOIO
BellecTBa HajnoyeyHnkoB. [loka3aHHble B paboTe
BOo3pacTHble pasznuuusi akTuBHoctn I'CIIIT moryT,
MO-BUIIMOMY, PAaCCMaTPUBAThCS KaK 4acTh OHTOre-
HETUYECKN OOYCIIOBIIEHHBIX W3MEHEHUI MPORyKUMN
CTEpPOUIHBIX TOPMOHOB B OpraHM3ME B HHTEpBale
OT PaHHEro MOCTHATAIBLHOTO JIO PEMPOAYKTHBHOIO
Neprofa, MPOSIBISIOMIMXCS Y KPbIC M3MEHEHUSIMU
KOHIIEHTPal B KPOBU KOPTUKOCTEPOWJIOB, aHAPO-
reHoB u acTporeHoB [6, 8]. C ;mpyroit cTOpoHBI —
MOJIyYEeHHbIE HAMU (DAKTBI COTNIACYIOTCS C [aHHBIMU
O TIpU3HAKaX MOBBIIIEHNS CEKPETOPHON aKTMBHOCTU
SMEHUMOLIMTOB B MEPHUOJ], MOJOBOr0 co3peBaHus [4].
[Ipu 3TOM y>e K npenybepTaTHOMY NMEPUOAY AKTHB-
HocTh ['CII" B aneHAMMOMTAX CYLIECTBEHHO MPEBbI-
1iaeT TaKkOBYIO B PaHHEM IOCTHATAJbHOM IEpUOJie
M HE MMEeT CTATUCTUYECKM 3HAUMMBbIX Pa3IMuuil ¢
AKTHUBHOCTBIO Y B3POCJIbIX JKMBOTHBIX.

[TonydeHHble pe3yabTaThl MPEACTABISIOTCS HaM
3aCJTy>KMBAIOLIMMI BHUMAHUSI B CBSI3M C JJAHHBIMU O
HaXOX/ICHUM CTEPOMJIHBIX TOPMOHOB, KaK B Pa3HBIX
OTJAeJIaX MO3ra, Tak U B LEpPeOpPOCTIMHAILHON >KWJI-
KOCTH, a TaK:K€ — O BO3MOKHOCTH TPaHCIIOpTa €e
KOMIIOHEHTOB 4Yepe3 MEXKKJIETOYHbIE MPOCTPAHCTBA
rojoBHOro mMo3sra [6-8, 13].
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3p-HYDROXYSTEROID DEHYDROGENASE

IN EPENDIMOCYTES OF BRAIN LATERAL
VENTRICLE LINING AND VASCULAR PLEXUS
VILLI IN RATS OF DIFFERENT AGE

B. Ya. Ryzhavskiy and O.V. Zadvornaya

Using the histochemical method, the activity of
3pB-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase (HSDH) was studied in the
brain of laboratory male albino rats of different age groups:
5-6 days (n=6), 45-50 days (n=12), and 6 months (n=15). The
quantitative assessment of reaction intensity was performed with
the cytospectrophotometer. The results obtained indicate that the
ependimocytes lining the brain lateral ventricles and covering
the villi of their vascular plexuses are characterized by the pres-
ence of HSDH activity typical to that of steroid-producing cells.
In this regard ependimocytes may be attributed to the cells that
can produce neurosteroids. It was established that HSDH activity
in ependimocytes was minimal in the early postnatal period and
considerably increased by the prepuberty period, remaining at
this level in adult animals.

Key words: ependymal cells, 3f3-hydroxysteroid dehydroge-
nase, age
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