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ABSTRACT

On June 28, 2025, Professor Irina Alekseevna Odintsova—an esteemed histologist, talented educator, and outstanding
individual—celebrates her 65th birthday. She is Head of the Department of Histology and Embryology at the S.M. Kirov
Military Medical Academy, Doctor of Medical Sciences, Professor, and Honored Worker of Higher Education of the Russian
Federation. This anniversary prompted us to briefly outline the key milestones of her biography and professional journey.
Professor Odintsova’s life and work have been inextricably linked with the Military Medical Academy. For more than two
decades, she has led the Department of Histology and Embryology, where her students and colleagues work productively
and gain scientific experience under her guidance. Professor Odintsova is engaged not only in scientific research but also
in extensive educational outreach. She initiated the tradition of organizing national histological conferences and academic
meetings not only within the department but also at prominent venues across Saint Petersburg, transforming these events into
noteworthy and anticipated gatherings for the entire Russian histological community. Her students, colleagues, and friends
extend their warmest congratulations to Irina Alekseevna, wishing her good health, professional longevity, boundless energy,
and happiness.
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OT cepAua K HayKe:
65 net npodeccopy Upune AnekceeBHe OaUHLOBOM

P.K. Lanunos, [.P. Cnyukas, T.1. bepe3oBckas

BoeHHo-MeauumHcKas akapemus uM. C.M. KupoBa, CaHkT-Iletepbypr, Poccus

AHHOTALMA

28 wmioHa 2025 ropa ucnonusetcs 65 net Wpune AnekceeBHe OAMHLOBO — WM3BECTHOMY YYEHOMY-TUCTONONY, TaNaHTM-
BOMY Mefarory U YesioBeKy, 3aBefylolLeil kKadeapon rucToNormm ¢ KypcoM aMopuonorun BoeHHO-MeMLMHCKON akafeMum
umenmn C.M. KupoBa, AOKTOpY MeLUUMHCKUX HayK, npodeccopy, 3acnyKeHHOMy paboTHUMKY BbicLien WwKonbl Poccuu. H06unei
3TOr0 He3aypsLHOro YenoBeKa nobyaun Hac KpaTKo M3N0MWUTb BaXHelLLMe Bexu eé buorpadum u TBopYecKoro nytu. Becb
YU3HeHHbI nyTb npodeccopa U.A. 0nuHL0BOI Hepa3pbIBHO CBS3aH ¢ BoeHHO-MeaMUMHCKONM aKageMmeid. B cTeHax kadenpbl
TMCTONOrMM C KypcoM 3MBpuosioruu, BOT yiKe BTOPOe AecATuneTMe Bo3rasnisieMon MpuHoin AnekceeBHoM, MNog0TBOPHO Tpy-
OATCA U NepPeHNMaloT Hay4HbIN OMbIT €€ y4eHUKn u nocneposatenu. Mpodeccop N.A. OgmHUOBa BEAET He TONBKO HayuHYIo,
Ho u Bonbluylo NpocBeTUTENbCKYIO paboTy. OHa BBENA TpaavLMIO OPraHM3auUMn BCEPOCCUACKUX HAYYHBIX FUCTONOTMYECKUX
KOHGbEpEHLMI 1 Hay4HbIX COBELLAHMIA He TOJIbKO B CTeHax Kadenpbl, HO U Ha 3HaKoBblx myowagkax CaHkT-letepbypra,
KOTOpble [eNalT NPoBeLeHNE ITUX MEPOMNPUATMIA HETPUBUATIBHBIM W 0XKMAAEMBIM CODLITUEM LI BCErO HAay4HOro rMCTOMOMM-
yeckoro coobuiectBa Poccum. YueHuku, Konnerv u Apy3bs cepAeyHo no3apasnsioT MpuHy AnekceeBHy U 3KeNaloT KpenKoro
30,0p0Bbsl, MPOMECCMOHANBHOMO JOMTONETUS, HEMCCAKAEMOI IHEPr N U CHACTBS.

KnwoueBble cnoBa: MpuHa AnexkceesHa OpuHuoBa; npodeccop W.A. OaguHuoBa; BoeHHo-mepuumMHCKas akagemus
umenn C.M. KupoBa; ructonorus.
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Irina Alekseevna Odintsova (Fig. 1) was born on June 28,
1960, in the city of Kamensk-Uralsky, Sverdlovsk region,
USSR. She spent her childhood and early school years in
Ivdel, a small town in the Ural Mountains named after the
nearby Ivdel River. The family moved around a lot because
Irina’s father, Aleksey Tikhonovich, was in the military. She
changed schools, made new friends, and met new teachers.
These experiences shaped her personality. She then spent
several interesting and eventful years as a student at the
Leningrad Public Health Institute, which is now known as
the North-Western State Medical University named after
I. I. Mechnikov. After graduating from university in 1983, the
young alumna began working in the Department of Histology
and Embryology at the Kirov Military Medical Academy. This
academy would play a central role in her future career. Irina
advanced up the career ladder, progressing from senior
laboratory assistant to teacher, then associate professor,
professor, and finally, the head of the department. Professor
Alexey Andreevich Klishov was Irina’s first supervisor and
mentor. Under his guidance, she developed her teaching
skills and launched her career in scientific research. In
1984, Irina started her full-time postgraduate studies in the
Department of Histology and Embryology at the Kirov Military
Medical Academy. She successfully defended her thesis titled
“Ultrastructural Organization, Differentiation, and Reactive
Changes of Glandulocytes in the Gastric Mucosa Epithelium”

Vol. 163 (2) 2025

Morphology

and earned her degree of Candidate of Sciences (Medicine)
in 1989. Professor Revkhat Konstantinovich Danilov, one of
Irina’s teachers, became her academic advisor for her thesis
for the Doctor of Sciences (Medicine) degree. In 1991, he
succeeded his teacher, Professor Klishov, as the Head of
the Department of Histology and Embryology at the Kirov
Military Medical Academy. This line of research expands
traditional evolutionary histological studies of histogenesis
and tissue regeneration. These studies were founded by our
distinguished predecessors and department heads, including
Alexey Zavarzin, Nikolay Khlopin, and Serafim Shchelkunov.
At that time, Irina Odintsova was conducting experimental
histological studies to evaluate tissue regeneration following
mechanical and gunshot injuries. This work resulted in a thesis
titled “Regenerative Histogenesis in a Musculocutaneous
Injury: An Experimental Histological Study” for the Doctor
of Sciences (Medicine) degree, which she defended in 2005.
Irina was awarded the academic degree of Doctor of Sciences
(Medicine) in 2005 and the academic status of Professor in
2009. Current research interests of Professor Odintsova
include histogenesis and tissue regeneration, the functional
organization of histogenesis after musculocutaneous injury
from gunshots, and intertissue correlations.

In 2011, Professor Odintsova became the head of the
Department of Histology and Embryology at the Kirov
Military Medical Academy, where she had started her

Fig. 1. Professor Irina Alekseevna Odintsova, 2025. Photo by the authors.
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career immediately after graduating. She is now a teacher
and mentor. Her students are candidates and doctors of
sciences with academic statuses. Under the guidance of
Professor Odintsova, a supportive and hardworking team
was formed that continues to uphold the histological
research traditions of the Kirov Military Medical Academy.
However, Professor Odintsova is constantly expanding
her area of research and setting ambitious new goals
for her department faculty. During her years as Head of
the Department, she has proven herself to be a talented
researcher and a wise mentor, capable of finding
creative solutions to management and research issues.
Professor Odintsova continues to drive the development of
comparative embryological research. She is also working
to create a course titled “Medical Embryology with the
Basics of Teratology” for senior medical students.

Professor Odintsova is involved not only in research,
but also in extensive educational initiatives. She started
the tradition of holding national histological conferences
and academic meetings at prominent venues across
St. Petersburg and within the department. These events
became highly anticipated and unconventional for the entire
Russian histological community.

The high level of activity of Professor Odintsova is
evident from her large number of publications, including over
200 papers such as monographs and textbooks. She is the
editor of a compendium of papers from Russian histological
congresses, that is published under the title “Morphology
Issues in the 21st Century” (Voprosy morfologii XXI veka).
Professor Odintsova also presents at scientific conferences
and congresses hosted by other Russian medical universities.
She is a member of the Academic Council of the Kirov Military
Medical Academy and Thesis Committee 07.2.002.09. She
also serves on the Board of the Medical Research Council
of Anatomists, Histologists, and Embryologists and on
the editorial boards of “Morphology” and “Genes & Cells”
journals. Professor Odintsova serves as a reviewer and
official opponent of theses for candidates and doctors of
science.

This year, we are celebrating two notable events:
Irina’s birthday and 42 years of her dedicated service
to the Kirov Military Medical Academy. Many of her
graduates now serve in the Academy’'s Command.
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Professor Odintsova has received numerous departmental
and national awards and honors in recognition of her
professionalism, including the For Zealous Labor and For
Comradeship-in-Arms awards.

The department faculty not only recognizes Professor
Odintsova's achievements, but also expresses gratitude
for her contributions to our shared goals. Her highest
standards for herself and her colleagues have become
proverbial. Irina is the perfect example of a researcher
who is passionate about science and eager to share
her knowledge and experience with future teachers and
military doctors.
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